Raymond Thomas
September 25, 2019

Wednesday morning, September 25th 2019 GOD quietly took Raymond Thomas also
affectionately known to many as Big Ray home to heaven.
Raymond was born March 28th 1950 to Bessie L. Thomas and Robert Tobias in Paterson,
NJ. He was educated in the Paterson School System where he lived most of his life before
moving to Haledon, NJ.
Raymond held many jobs better he settled into a career with New Jersey Transit as a Bus
Operator a position he held for over 25 years. He loved his job because it gave him the
opportunity to do what he loved most of all and that was talk and meet new people.
At a young age Raymond met and married Vicki Nelson and out of this union their
daughter, Kim was born. Although, this marriage ended in divorce they remained friends
and loving proud parents to Kim. Raymond went on to later meet and marry Peggy Burton
and their welcomed their son, Rayshaun into the world. Raymond and Peggy remained
married until her passing in 2013.
Raymond was a very active man. He was a member of The Masonic Temple and The Elks
Lodge. He also was a former member of The Amazing Mets Social Club and the proud
owner /operator and President of The 16th Avenue Social Club where he was actively
involved until his passing. Raymond also dabbled in real-estate for many years.
Raymond was preceded in death by his devoted wife, Peggy Thomas, his loving mother,
Bessie L. Thomas, his father, Robert Tobias, one brother in law, Alex Harkley, a
grandmother who adored him, Rev. Mamie E. Knight and one grandson, Marvelais
Anthony.
He leaves to cherish his memories one daughter, Kim Thomas-Anthony (Reginald), a
stepdaughter, Tinishia Burton-Clark (Monte) two sons, Keron Wilkerson (Crystal) and
Rayshaun Thomas (Anara Urbai-Kyzy). He leaves one brother, Ronald Thomas and four
sisters, Lana Harkley, Linda Smith-Featherson (Anthony), Mamie Gailes (Allen) and

Renee Decastro (Eugene). He also leaves seven wonderful grandchildren whom he loved
very much. He leaves behind many who considered him and loving called him “Dad”.
Raymond was loved by many and he will deeply be missed by all his family and friends.

Events
OCT
3

Visitation

10:00AM - 12:00PM

Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home
351 5th Avenue, Paterson, NJ, US, 07514

OCT
3

Funeral Service

12:00PM

Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home
351 5th Avenue, Paterson, NJ, US, 07514

OCT
3

Burial
Fair Lawn Memorial Cemetery Mausoleum
Fair Lawn, NJ, US, NJ

Comments

“

Not a day goes by that I don’t read your obituary in disbelief. I can’t believe you are
gone. I miss you so much. People say as time goes on the hurt and pain gets
easier..when does it start? Love you much and miss you so.

Linda (Thomas) Smith-Featherson - November 13, 2019 at 04:17 AM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of my dear friend Raymond. We grew up together on
Godwin Avenue and was always glad to run into each other.
I offer my heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the family.
Evelyn Hinton-Barbee
Concord, NC

Evelyn Hinton-Barbee - October 03, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to his children and entire family. I know you are going
to be missed. Sleep In Peace Raymond

Deborah Neal Huffin - October 02, 2019 at 05:32 PM

“

The Staff of Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home extend our deepest condolences to you
and your family on the passing of your loved one. Please accept our heartfelt
sympathy for your loss. May our thoughts and prayers provide comfort for your family
during this difficult time.

Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home - September 30, 2019 at 06:13 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Ray was a great guy,who was very
respectful,and loved his family. It was a sad day when he retired,but my heart was
broken when I heard he passed away. I thank God for the wonderful
memories,laughs and jokes we use to have on the NJTransit #704.

R.I.P.....my brother.
Deneen Sinclair - September 30, 2019 at 08:40 AM

