Lecester Johnson Jr.
December 15, 2019

Lecester “Lee” Johnson Jr. was peacefully called home on December 15th, 2019. Lee was
born in Newark, NJ to the late Lee Johnson and Rodia Mae Ballard. He lived most of his
life in Essex and Middlesex County and was a resident of Somerset, NJ for the past three
years. On December 9th, 2000 Lee united in holy matrimony with Karen C. Ates. This
union was blessed with one child, Sydney Simone Johnson: an addition to her four
siblings, giving Lee three daughters and two sons.
Lee graduated from Elizabeth High School in 1987. He was a member of Fountain Baptist
Church in Summit, New Jersey. Lee was a dedicated father, President of the Booster Club
at The Wardlaw + Hartridge School, devoted volleyball coach, and a voice of comfort for
all. He enjoyed working and serving others.
For twenty-nine years, Lee demonstrated his commitment to hard work at Tevco
Incorporated in South Plainfield, New Jersey. He took great pride in the quality of his work
and his ability to provide the best for his family. During his years at Tevco, he met new
friends, learned Spanish, and nurtured countless friendships that will always be
treasured.
Though he was known by many under different names—including that which he was given
at birth, Lee, and Bud, as he was affectionately called by his wife Karen—his genuine
personality never wavered. Lee loved to travel, spend time with family and friends, and
uplift the spirits and confidence of those around him.
Lee is predeceased by his brother, Derrick L. Ballard. He is survived by his loving wife of
nineteen years, Karen C. Johnson, five loving children: DeJuan L. Brookins (Nikaya) East
Orange, New Jersey, DeJuanna S. Brookins Wilson, North Carolina, DeQuanna S.
Brookins East Orange, New Jersey, DeQuan A. Brookins Orange, New Jersey; Sydney
Simone Johnson, Somerset, New Jersey; five grandchildren: Jordan, Dezire, Messiah,
Mariah, and Destinee; three sisters: Michelle D. Johnson-Ferguson, Tarpon-Springs
/ Tampa, Florida; Iesha Johnson-Lewis, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Towanna Flyche,

Franklin, Virginia.; Father-in law Alexander Smith Paterson, New Jersey, Sister-in-law
Minister Cynthia Easton (Nivek), and a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins,
and friends.
Throughout his fifty years on this Earth, Lee’s character touched the lives of many. He will
be dearly missed.

Events
DEC
21

Visitation

08:00AM - 10:00AM

Fountain Baptist Church
116 Glenside Avenue, Summit, NJ, US, 07901

DEC
21

Service

10:00AM

Fountain Baptist Church
116 Glenside Avenue, Summit, NJ, US, 07901

Comments

“

My uncle was truly something special and always there for me. When I was younger
he would make me things from wood shop, got a job and buy me toys and as I get
older someone I could talk to. We would laugh at me being sarcastic and being his
favorite!! Words can't describe how much I am going to miss him!! I love you forever
and always my Squeak

Tiffan - December 20, 2019 at 02:30 PM

“

Lee was part of a small close group of friends that traveled everyday from Newark to
Elizabeth to school every day. We laughed and argued on those bus rides and long
walk to school. He was an amazing friend. He will be missed!

Kysha Waymon Dee - December 20, 2019 at 07:51 AM

“

He was such a real young man when I first met him but had a old soul. He and my
sister had they first son in 1984 four years later 1988 a daughter another daughter in
1989 and went on to have a another son in 1996. I loved the way he was always
there for his kids. Then he became a proud grandfather very proud grandpa. I had
nothing but great respect for him. We’re gonna truly miss you but we will never forget
the good person you were. Love you Mr. Lee and Rest In Peace. I told you you will
always be my brother in law.
Laurie

Laura Brookins - December 19, 2019 at 10:49 PM

“

The Staff of Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home extend our deepest condolences to you
and your family on the passing of your loved one. Please accept our heartfelt
sympathy for your loss. May our thoughts and prayers provide comfort for your family
during this difficult time.

Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home - December 18, 2019 at 09:14 PM

