Cora Lee Gillespie Bethea
August 17, 1936 - April 21, 2020

I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life (Place scripture verse here).
Mrs. Cora Lee Gillespie Bethea, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Cary and Carrie
Gillespie was born on August 17, 1936 in Laurinburg, North Carolina. She departed this
life on April 21, 2020.
She accepted Christ as her personal Savior at an early age. She received her formal
education in Scotland County, North Carolina, where she was an excellent basketball
player. She graduated from John F. Kennedy High School in Paterson, NJ. She was
married to James A. Bethea on September 22, 1953. Cora was blessed with eight
children. Her love for her family was without boundaries, loving each one according to
their need.
Cora was a God fearing woman which showed in her loving, kind, and affectionate ways.
She rose early every morning to spend time in the Word of God. She was a faithful
member of Canaan Baptist Church in Paterson NJ. She was a woman who always
believed in being on time. She loved preparing meals for her family. During her life she
always kept herself busy pursuing knowledge and opportunities. She received several
certificates from the United Christian College Institute, inTrenton, NJ. Cora was a devoted,
strong and hardworking woman, having held many positions in her lifetime. In her later
years, she received her CNA certification and worked in this capacity until her retirement
in 2012. Cora lived a full and happy life, doing the things she loved most, cooking,
shopping, and traveling with family and friends. She was a member of the Eastern Star
Lodge.
Cora was predeceased by her husband James A. Bethea, six sisters, Mary Scott, Mable
McLaurin, Annie Bell Peoples, Flossie McNair, Delores Wise, and Frances Sellers, two
brothers, Everette and Harvey Gillespie; a son-in-law Willie Moore, and a grandson
Tyrone Rashawn Bethea.

She leaves to cherish her memories, eight children; five daughters, Juanita Bathea
Burcher, Michele Bethea of Paterson, NJ. Ora Lee Moore of Marysville, CA, Norma
Bethea-Reardon(Junious) of Ewing, NJ, and Ethel Denise Bethea of Glen Bernie, MD,
three sons, James(Gulena) of Paterson, NJ, Kary(Cassandra) of Laurinburg, NC, and
Ollie Lamont of Lawrenceville, NJ. A host of Grandchildren, great grandchildren, greatgreat grandchildren, a sister-in-law Anna F. Bethea of Laurinburg, NC, nieces, nephews,
cousins, and other friends and neighbors.
Visitation - Private
Interment - Private
Memorial will be scheduled for a later date
Even during times of social distancing, anyone who has suffered a loss deserves love and
support more than ever before. Let the family know you care by leaving treasured
memories, thoughts and prayers in our Online Guestbook.

Comments

“

MY DEEPEST HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE BETHEA FAMILY.
REV SHARON L BLACKWOOD (THE SISCO FAMILY)

Rev Sharon L Blackwood - April 28 at 08:46 PM

“

My deepest condolences to you and your family.

Maria De Sousa - April 28 at 01:23 PM

“

DEAR JUANITA & FAMILY
SO VERY SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS. MAY YOUR MOTHER REST IN PEACE.
DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS.
FONDLY, SUSAN PIRELLI

SUSAN PIRELLI - April 28 at 01:20 PM

“

The Staff of Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home extend our deepest condolences to you
and your family on the passing of your loved one. Please accept our heartfelt
sympathy for your loss. May our thoughts and prayers provide comfort for your family
during this difficult time.

Scillieri-Arnold Funeral Home - April 24 at 05:28 PM

